
Presented to:
Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 1
  On Health and Human Services
Hon. Holly J. Mitchell, Chair

Evaluating the Governor’s 
Realignment Language for Health 
and Human Services Programs

L E G I S L A T I V E   A N A L Y S T ’ S   O F F I C E 

May 2, 2012

LAO
70  YEARS OF SERVICE



1L E G I S L A T I V E  A N A L Y S T ’ S  O F F I C E

May 2, 2012

LAO
70  YEARS OF SERVICE

  Develop local funding allocation formulas with eye towards the 
long-term

  Simplify the structure of the realignment accounts to provide 
fi nancial fl exibility

  Enact statutory changes to give counties appropriate program 
fl exibility

  Make sure that local fi scal incentives are aligned with statewide 
goals

  Promote local accountability

  Clearly defi ne the state’s role and funding responsibilities

  Avoid state-reimbursable mandates

For more information, please see our August 2011 publication 2011 
Realignment: Addressing Issues to Promote Its Long-Term Success.

LAO Recommendations to Ensure 
Long-Term Success of 2011 Realignment
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  More simplifi ed account structure provides some fi nancial 
fl exibility

  Greater fl exibility for support services programs offers
potential for counties to be more innovative and effi cient.

  Similar fl exibility not provided for criminal justice programs.

  Proportional allocation of funding growth would lock in historical 
funding patterns

  Reduces ability of state and counties to respond to changes 
in demographics, needs, or priorities.

  Alternative to consider would be to distribute growth to 
counties on per capita basis.

Evaluating the Proposed “Superstructure”
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Governor’s Proposed 
Realignment Account Structure

County Local Revenue Fund 1991 Mental Health
Responsibilities

Support Services
Account

Law Enforcement
Services Account

Protective Services
Subaccount

— Foster Care

— Child Welfare Services

— Adoptions

— Adoption Assistance 
 Program

— Child Abuse 
 Prevention, 
 Intervention, 
 and Treatment

— Adult Protective 
 Services

— Drug Medi-Cal

— Drug Courts

— Perinatal Drug 
 Services

— Non-Drug Medi-Cal
 Services

— Mental Health
 Managed Care

— Early and Periodic 
 Screening, 
 Diagnosis, 
 and Treatment

Ability to transfer up to
10 percent of the lesser

subaccount between
these subaccounts

Trial Court Security
Subaccount

Law Enforcement
Services Subaccount

Community Corrections
Subaccount

District Attorney/
Public Defender

Subaccount

Juvenile Justice
Subaccount

Youthful Offender 
Block Grant

Juvenile Reentry Fund

Behavioral Health 
Subaccount


