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Groundwater Use  
Significantly Increases in Dry Years
(Millions of Acre-Feet Per Year)

	 Water supplies for drinking, irrigation, and industrial  
uses in California mainly come from surface water 
and water available underground (referred to as 
“groundwater”). Groundwater is used significantly more 
in dry years, when less surface water is available. For 
example, groundwater use almost doubled in 2009 
compared to 2005, while surface water use declined.

	 Groundwater use varies widely across different parts 
of the state. Over 70 percent of the state’s groundwater 
use occurs in the Central Valley. 

	 Groundwater levels have dropped rapidly in recent 
years and reached historic lows in many parts of the 
state due to drought. This groundwater depletion can 
cause several problems—wells that run dry, subsidence 
(sinking land), damage to infrastructure, groundwater 
contamination, and permanent loss of groundwater 
storage.
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Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions 
Come From Various Sources

	 Transportation, electricity generation, and industrial 
activities—such as oil refinement and cement 
production—account for about three-quarters  of  
GHG emissions in California.

	 In 2006, AB 32 established the statewide goal of  reducing 
GHG emissions to 1990 levels—431  MMTCO2E—by 
2020. Most of the reductions are expected to come from 
regulations that are focused on certain types of emissions, 
including reducing the carbon intensity of fuels, energy 
efficiency programs, and a requirement that 33 percent 
of electricity come from renewable sources by 2020.

	 A cap-and-trade program is expected to generate the 
remaining GHG reductions. Under this program, the 
state limits the amount of GHGs that can be emitted 
and requires large emitters to obtain emission permits 
(“allowances”) equal to their emissions.

Transportation 37%

Electricity 21%

Industrial 19%

Commercial and 
Residential 9% 

Agriculture 8%

Other 6%

Total: 459 MMTCO2E in 2012

MMTCO2E = Million Metric Tons of Carbon Dioxide Equivalents.
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Transportation Funding  
Comes From Multiple Sources
2014-15

	 Total transportation funding in the state will be roughly 
$28 billion in 2014-15.

	 Local governments provide half of all transportation 
funding in California. Local transportation funding 
sources include local sales taxes, transit fares, 
development impact fees, and property taxes.

	 About one-fourth of the state’s transportation funding 
comes from the federal government, supported primarily 
by  federal excise taxes on diesel and gasoline.

	 The remaining one-fourth of  transportation funding 
comes from a variety of state revenue sources—
primarily excise taxes on gasoline.

Local

Weight Fees

Gasoline 
Excise Tax

Diesel Sales & Excise Taxes 

Cap-and-Trade Revenues

Federal

State
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Average California Driver in 2013…

	 There are 25 million licensed drivers in California, which 
is about 80 percent of Californians over the age of 16.

	 Traffic crashes remain a leading cause of preventable 
death in California. In 2012, 2,995 people were killed 
in crashes. California had the ninth lowest fatality rate 
in the nation—0.88 fatal injuries for every 100 million 
miles driven. 

	 Roughly 85 percent of Californians drive to work alone 
or in a carpool, while about 5 percent of Californians 
use transit and about 4 percent walk or use a bicycle 
to reach their jobs.

	 Roughly 1 in every 35 passenger vehicles registered 
in California is a hybrid or electric vehicle.

. . . drove nearly 40 miles a day.

. . . spent roughly $4,900 on 
vehicle expenses and fuel.

. . . paid about $220 in state fuel 
tax and $110 in federal fuel tax.
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Most State Infrastructure Spending 
Is for Transportation and Education
Infrastructure Spending, 2003-04 to 2012-13

	 Over the past ten years, the state spent about 
$100 billion on infrastructure. More than 75 percent  
of this spending was for transportation projects and 
educational facilities (K-12 and higher education).

	 More than half of state infrastructure spending was 
for local infrastructure projects (such as local schools 
and roads) versus state projects (such as prisons and 
highways).

	 About two-thirds of the state’s infrastructure spending 
was financed using bonds. The remaining third of its 
infrastructure spending was paid up-front, almost all 
from special fund revenues, such as taxes on gas.

Transportation
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Debt-Service Ratio Expected to 
Remain Under 6 Percent
Percent of General Fund  
Revenues Spent on Debt Service

	 The state’s debt-service ratio—the percent of the state’s 
General Fund revenues and transfers spent to pay 
interest and principal on its bonds—is one indicator 
of the state’s debt burden. 

	 The debt-service ratio is currently about 5.6 percent 
and is projected to stay near that level over the next 
few years. This is because the state’s General Fund 
revenues and General Fund debt service are expected 
to grow at similar rates. 

	 The debt-service ratio varies over time based on how 
many bonds the state sells, the interest rates the state 
pays on those bonds, and the amount of revenue the 
state collects, among other things. 
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Major State Information Technology 
(IT) Projects Under Development
(In Millions)

	 Currently, there are 44 state agency IT projects 
approved by and under the oversight of the Department 
of Technology in various phases of development. The 
total cost, should the state complete all IT projects 
as currently envisioned, is estimated to be about 
$4.1 billion.

Project Description
Estimated  

Completion Date 
Estimated 
Total Cost

Integrated statewide 
financial information 
system ("FI$Cal") 

July 2017 $672.6

Tax return processing, 
collections, and data 
analytics system for 
Franchise Tax Board 

December 2016 $537.8

Eligibility, enrollment, 
and case management 
system for various public 
assistance programs 

April 2017 $472.4

Payments processing 
system for Medi-Cal fee-
for-service providers 

September 2017 $458.6

Statewide case 
management system for 
child welfare services

April 2019 $449.0

	 Total $3,087.1
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Gambling in California

CA Lottery
Around 21,000 retailers 
All 58 counties
$1.8 billion in revenue after winnings

Cardrooms
89 cardrooms
32 counties
$850 million in revenue after winnings

Horse Racing
38 temporary and permanent facilities
19 counties
$640 million in revenue after winnings

Charitable Organizations
Bingo
Card night fundraisers

Tribal Gaming
60 casinos
26 counties
$7 billion in revenue after winnings
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