
Illustration of Key Flood Infrastructure Components

River
Reservoir
Lake created by water 
impounded behind dam.

Dam
Barrier constructed to hold 
back water and regulate flows.

Levee
Embankment alongside river, 
usually earthen, built to contain 
or control water flows.

Detention Basin
Pond designed to temporarily 
capture stormwater runoff to 
prevent localized flooding.

Stream

Weir
Low wall built to alter the 
speed or direction of the 
water as it flows over. 

Flood Bypass
Land area designed to convey 
floodwaters, for example away from 
populated areas, and reduce flows 
in main river path.

Seawall
Shoreline wall or embankment constructed to 
hold back waves and prevent erosion and flooding.

Ocean


