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Levee and 
Reclamation 
Districts.
Formation of local 
levee and reclamation 
districts authorized by 
Legislature.

Colorado River 
Compact. Multistate 
and federal agreement 
designates water 
amounts allocated to the 
upper and lower 
Colorado River basins.

Reasonable and 
Beneficial Use 
Doctrine. 
California Constitution 
amends to require that 
all water use be 
“reasonable and 
beneficial.”

County of Origin Law. 
Guarantees counties the 
right to reclaim their water 
from an exporter if needed in 
an area of origin.

Central Valley Act. 
Authorizes a major 
water project–the state 
Central Valley Project 
(CVP); ultimately the 
CVP was taken over by 
the federal government.

Burns-Porter Act. 
Authorizes $1.75 billion in 
bonds for development of the 
SWP (later ratified by voters).

Delta Protection Act. 
Resolves issues of Delta-related 
legal boundaries. Addresses salinity 
control, and water exportation at the 
same time the State Water Project 
(SWP) development proposal is 
being considered.

State Water Resources 
Control Board Created. 
Board regulates both water rights 
and water quality (functions 
formerly regulated by two 
separate boards).

Porter-Cologne 
Water Quality Act. 
Provides California’s first 
comprehensive body of 
water quality law.

Wild and Scenic Rivers, 
Clean Water Acts. 
Legislature passes state Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act, 
Congress passes federal Clean 
Water Act.

Federal Safe Drinking Water Act. 
Congress mandates water quality 
standards for drinking water.

NEPA, CEQA, and CESA. 
Passage of National Environmental Quality 
Act (NEPA), California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), and the California 
Endangered Species Act (CESA).

Pesticide Contamination 
Prevention Act.
Regulates and monitors 
pesticide use to prevent 
groundwater contamination. 

Delta Reform Act.
Establishes policy goals and 
new management structure 
for the Delta.

2014

Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act.
Provides authority for local agencies 
to adopt groundwater management 
plans.

Safe and Affordable
Drinking Water Fund.
Provides up to $130 million annually 
to expand access to safe drinking 
water.

2019

Figure XX


